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FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
 
 
The School Committee believes that any educational program is influenced greatly by the environment 
in which it functions.  The development of a quality educational program and school facilities that help 
to implement the program must go hand in hand. 
 
Therefore, it is the Committee's goal to provide the facilities needed for the number of students in the 
school system, and to provide the kind of facilities that will best support and accommodate the 
educational program. 
 
In planning facilities, the Committee recognizes that capital outlay funds are limited, and that priorities 
must be established to make the best use of school building funds.  The Committee's first objective will 
be to develop a plan that eliminates overcrowding and minimizes the need for extended day programs 
and double sessions.  Whenever possible, the cultural as well as educational needs of the community 
will be considered in planning facility expansions. 
 
Architects retained by the Committee are expected to plan for simplicity of design; sound economics, 
including low long-range maintenance costs and efficiency in energy needs; low insurance rates; high 
educational use; and flexibility. 
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RETIREMENT OF FACILITIES 
 
 
When a school building becomes inadequate by virtue of age, condition, size of site, lack of need, or 
other overriding limitations, and cannot reasonably and economically be brought up to the current 
educational standards, the building should be considered for a comprehensive closing study.  The 
Superintendent will recommend to the School Committee, which facilities appear to justify further 
analysis. 
 
The School Committee may seek both professional advice and the advice of the community in making 
its recommendations as to the retirement of any school facility.  This will permit the public, which 
originally acquired the property, to benefit from its recycling or retirement. 
 
A closing study will include direct involvement by those neighborhoods considered in the study and will 
be concerned with all or some of the following factors: 
 
1.     Age and current physical condition of the facilities, its operating systems, and program facilities 
 
2.    Adequacy of site, location, access, surrounding development, traffic patterns, and other 

environmental conditions 
 
3.     Reassignment of students, including alternative plans according to Committee policy 
 
4.     Transportation factors, including numbers of students bused, time, distance, and safety 
 
5.     Alternative uses of the building 
 
6.     Cost/Savings 
 
       a. Personnel 
       b. Plant Operation 
       c. Transportation 
       d. Capital Investment 
       e. Alternative Use 
 
7.    Continuity of instructional and community programs 
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NAMING SCHOOL FACILITIES POLICY 

 
 

The Newton School Committee possesses the inherent right to name and rename school facilities. The 
School Committee recognizes that the names of school facilities must be undertaken with care and 
scrutiny because the names of school facilities can reflect on the students, staff and community at large. 
 
This policy is intended to ensure that names and/or other wording associated with school facilities will 
promote and/or be consistent with the goals of the district and the various messages that the district is 
interested in conveying to students and to the public. This policy is also based upon the belief that it is 
important that the students and the public know of the many contributions of civic, business and other 
leaders both in Newton and beyond, and that this knowledge may further educational goals within the 
district. It is the School Committee's further intention that names and/or wording that would tend to 
undermine the intended messages and goals of the district, such as those that would interfere with the 
district's basic educational mission, those that are inconsistent with the fundamental values of public 
school education, or those that compromise the safety of students and/or faculty, shall be avoided. To 
the extent possible, the names of spaces should be worded in a manner that will not restrict the future 
use of the space or prevent the district from changing the use of the space as needed. 
 
From time to time, the School Committee may approve a gift to the district and, in conjunction with said 
gift, name a particular school facility, such as a classroom, athletic field or facility, theater, or the entire 
school itself. Such gifts shall be consistent with the School Committee's policy on Gifts, Grants, 
Bequests and Fundraising. The School Committee wishes to ensure that the school department exercises 
and retains control over the curriculum, programming and staffing of the district and that equity among 
the schools within the system is pursued such that all schools in our system generally will have 
enhanced opportunities for programs, staffing and materials. 
 
When the naming of a school facility is not associated with a gift, but is rather being done simply to 
honor a particular person, organization or historical event, preference is to be given to those persons or 
organizations who, and events which, had a substantial impact upon the education of Newton's students. 
This guideline, however, shall not preclude consideration of names of persons of local, state, national or 
international significance. Names of persons currently employed by the City of Newton shall not be 
considered. 
 
When initiated at the local school level (rooms and areas only), the naming process must be carried out 
by a special committee formed by the local School Council and PTO and inclusive of staff, students, 
families, and community. The process must be open and allow a reasonable timeframe for considering 
options. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


